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Patron Reviews of Upcoming or Recently Published Books

********
Adult fiction

PROSPECT PARK NEST, by Amy Sohn (Simon & Schuster, 978-1416577638) “It was interesting to read the unfolding of this story from the perspective of four very different women’s lives and how the single incident could be understood in so many different ways.  But this also made it very difficult to empathize with any single character, perhaps reminding the reader to always consider ‘all sides of the story.’  The book also gives much-deserved depth to a mother’s life beyond just the burps, baths and bouncy seats that seems to define their lives.  Short chapters that jump between the characters make it easy to read the book a little at a time. –Anonymous
THE BROTHERS BOSWELL, by Philip Baruth (Soho Press, 9781569475591) “[This] is a fascinating story that leads the reader through the intricate and changing relationship of two brothers.  It explores their perceptions of events, their own insecurities and hopes.  The story is told through a series of flashbacks and takes place in the 1700s.  The author does a fine job describing the setting in London, England and in Scotland—historically and geographically.  The end kept me guessing.” –Amy of Oshkosh
THE HIDDEN MAN, by David Ellis (G.P. Putnam Sons, 9780399155796) “Seasoned mystery fans are guaranteed to be riveted by David Ellis’ latest book, “The Hidden Man,” in which he introduces the series bound character of Jason Kolarich, Attorney At Law.  Kolarich, although a successful attorney in large firms, has chosen to strike off into his own private practice while he struggles to rebuild his own life, following the sudden lose of his wife and only child.  Mr. Smith, a supposed client, enters Kolarich’s office demanding, rather than asking, him to defend Sammy Cutler, Jason Kolarich’s long, lost childhood friend.  David Ellis, a real attorney himself, has developed a masterful piece of work that constantly leads the reader forward to the edge of thinking that you know what is coming next, only to find exactly the opposite, or something totally unexpected.  It is no wonder that Mr. Ellis has been awarded the Edgar Award in the past.  This first work, of what is sure to become a series, not only introduces the character of Jason Kolarich, but also leaves the reader eager for what the future holds in the next chapter of Kolarich’s life.” –Celeste of Oshkosh
SOUTH OF BROAD, by Pat Conroy (Nan A. Talese, 9780385413053) “[This book] is an engrossing story that contains some truly memorable characters.  It takes place in Charleston, South Carolina, and spans the years from 1969 to the early 1980s.  The story is told from the perspective of the Leo Bloom, whose life is ruined by th suicide of his older (and only) brother.  Leo isn’t the only ne affected, though it sends a ripple through his family.  It is a sprawling novel of improbable friendships that stand tests of time, and span the lifetimes of the friends made in the fall of 1969.  Beautifully written, with wonderful descriptions, one almost feels a part of Charleston society, both North and South of Broad.  Pay Conroy has a true genius for drawing people into his novels, and a true gift of description.  I could almost see the people and places in the book, as if I were leafing through a family photo album.  South of Broad is a fantastic read, and I highly recommend it to all who like good books.” –Ann of Oshkosh

BY THE TIME YOU READ THIS, by Lola Jaye (Avon A, 9780061733833) “This book [is] taken from the view of the main character, Lois, who receives ‘The Manual’ from her deceased father at the age of twelve.  ‘The Manual’ guides Lois over the course of her life from age 12 years to 30 years of age.  The premise of the book is a good one; however, I was disappointed with the lack of connection I felt for Lois and her life experiences.  Her father’s advice is thoughtful and funny at times.  I found the story line to be slow to start and predictable to the very end.” –Karla of Oshkosh

LABOR DAY, by Joyce Maynard (William Morrow & Company, 9780061843402) “Henry is finally on a rare shopping trip with his reclusive mother when they meet up with an escaped convict who subsequently holds them hostage in their home.  As events unfold over the long hot Labor Day weekend, Henry comes to learn a lot about both himself and his mother.  Narrated by thirteen-year-old Henry, this story of love and forgiveness is certain to touch the reader’s heart.  I will definitely be recommending it to others even thought I found it rather strange that the holiday weekend lasted for six days.  It would also be a great read for young adults.” –Ruth of Oshkosh

MERCURY IN RETROGRADE, by Paula Froelich (Atria Books, 9781416598930) “If you’re looking for a good beach read or you’re simply in need of a healthy dose of humor, look no further.  Three young single women in New York City find themselves down on their luck during the period of time astrologers refer to as mercury in retrograde (when anything and everything will go wrong).  They end up living in the same building and becoming a source of support and encouragement for each other.  It was not surprising to find numerous references to real-life celebrity gossip due to the fact that the author was associated with Page Six of the New York Post for the last ten years.” –Ruth of Oshkosh

IN THIS WAY I WAS SAVED, by Brian DeLeeuw (Simon & Schuster, 9781439103135) “[This] is a superb book.  His wordcraft, original idea, story and mind tricks were great.  After I had that a-ha moment about Daniel, I was hooked on finding out who this sinister character was.  When I got to the end of the book, I wanted to start reading it all over again because I hadn’t gotten enough of it.  What a debut novel for this young talent!” –Sharon of Oshkosh

A PRAYER FOR THE DYING, by Stewart O’Nan (Picador Press, 9780312428914) “This story is indeed the twisted proof that God will be worse to test a faithful man that a devil would ever do to punish a sinner.  The story is set in Friendship, WI, just after the Civil War.  It’s hard to imagine a whole town dying to diphtheria with a fire closing in on its boundaries.  It’s hard to fathom all family and friends dying to diphtheria and haing to warn neighbors of a fire closing in.  it’s hard to imagine someone keeping his sanity through it all.  It’s hard to imagine this in the history of Wisconsin.  Even though I have studied the faces of the dead and dying in WISCONSIN DEATH TRIP, by Michael Lesy—it’s hard to imagine someone writing a novel about it.  This book would truly be under the category of historical fiction or hysterical fiction.  It really could have happened this way.  It’s still hard to imagine the main character, Jacob; the town Constable, the town Preacher, and the town Undertaker having to survive it all.” –Anne of Oshkosh

THE CASE OF THE MISSING SERVANT, by Tarquin Hall (Simon & Schuster, 9781416583684)  “If you are looking for a mystery book, then you should read ‘The Case of the Missing Servant.’  India’s MPI (Most Private Investigator). Vish Puri, has to figure out who murdered a maidservant.  But how will he track down the girl, known only as Mary, in a population of 1 billion?  With the help of his detectives—Tubelight, Flush, and Facecream—he just might be able to solve the case.  After all, he is India’s MPI!  So read ‘The Case of the Missing Servant.’ Maybe you can figure it out!” –Ruby of Oshkosh

HENRY’S SISTERS, by Cathy Lamb (Kensington Publishing Corporation, 9780758229540) “[This book] takes on a journey through the eyes of Isabelle, one of three sisters, their brother Henry, and their family.  The story brings you on an emotional roller coaster as Isabelle’s life events unfold.  Cathy Lamb has created characters full of unique and wonderfully rich qualities that you may find a bit of yourself in every one of them.  Henry’s Sisters is a story about familial relationships and the joys and hardships that come with it.  It is about having faith, forgiveness and acceptance of those we love in order to live our best lives.  As easy read that will make you laugh out loud, and cry until the very end.” –Karla of Oshkosh

WOODSBURNER, by John Pipkin (Nan A. Talese, 9780385528658) “When I began reading Woodsucker, my question was, ‘How can anyone in his right mind write a book about lighting a fire, especially a forest fire?’ It really is possible!  The book kept me reading to the very end.  As Henry David Thoreau ‘showed me’—you don’t have to be in your right mind to know that what is lost; and we must move on.  The forest is not separate from the city, the place in which we live and work, but a partner in all our endeavors.  This book reminded me of The Bridge of San Luis Rey because it explains how everyone came to be near Concord, Massachusetts, the day of the fire.  In The Bridge of San Luis Rey, the author traced the life of each of the people and showed how they came to be on the bridge when it collapsed.  A great read!” –Anne of Oshkosh

SOMETIMES MINE, by Martha Moody (Riverhead Books, 9781594484681) “Genie Toledo is hard-working cardiologist who has carried on a long-distance affair with a college basketball coach.  They have spent two hours together almost every Thursday night for the last ten years.  Eventually, she finds herself in the awkward position of treating his daughter for a serious heart condition and consequently coming to know his wife and children.  I wish the author would have devoted more attention to developing her characters and less to describing medical procedures and the world of college basketball.  Hopefully, I will enjoy her previous books more than I did this one.” –Ruth of Oshkosh

A QUESTIONABLE LIFE, by Luke Lively (Beaufort Books, 9780825305214) “A questionable life is a life full of questions!!! When I picked up this book, the title was intriguing, the content a question.  I thought everyone’s life to be a bit questionable, why would this be any different?  From page one, the author was full of questions.  Who am I?  Why am I?  How did I get here?  Why did this happen?  What went wrong?  Where do I go from here?  What do I want to be remembered for?  Why?  Who do I want to be?  Where do I want to be?  What do I value?  What do I want?  What have I learned?  What do I need to know?  The main character, Jack Oliver, had these questions put to him in one weekend by his mentor Benjamin Franklin Price, with just a short time to answer them.  After a year of questions and answers, his friend Benny died.  Benny was the kind of friend everyone would like to be or have, but few realize it.  This book is a treasure chest of important questions with a message of home.  Truth is stranger than fiction.” –Anne of Oshkosh

THE FRENCH GARDENER, by Santa Montefiore (Touchstone Books, 9781416543749) “This is the first book I have read by this author and I really enjoyed it!  I thought Ms. Monetefiore wove an exciting story of love, betrayal and beauty into an extremely readable mystery.  She seems skilled at interpreting the complexities of marriage, parenting, and friendship.  I was drawn to the character of Ana Lightly and the difficult decisions she faced.  Should she follow her heart resulting in a tremendous cost to her family?  Or should she ignore her heart and pay a significant personal cost?  I loved the description of the garden and nature and it make one want to visit the restored garden.  Overall I would rank this book a 9+ on a scale of 1-10.  I want to read more her books in the future!” –Judy of Oshkosh

Adult nonfiction
ROUTINE MIRACLES (RESTORING FAITH AND HOPE IN MEDICINE—Personal Journeys of Patients and Doctors Discovering the Powers of Modern Medicine), by Conrad Fischer, MD (Kaplan Publishing, 9781607141198) “When seeing this book, I thought, ‘Go ahead—try to restore my faith in medicine—I’ll give you chance.’  Fischer’s call to action to celebrate medicine’s amazing advances over the last 20 years is an exciting read!  He believes a national health care system would work—giving people without health insurance the same access to modern technology as the people with the best insurance.  He might have a point.  While reading I thought of friends and acquaintances who died not knowing there would be a cure ‘right around the corner.’ I would recommend this book to anyone and everyone—not just the people in the medical profession.  Conrad Fischer came close to restoring my faith in modern medicine—I just don’t want to go to New York to get the results he describes.” –Anne of Oshkosh

THE THIRD MAN FACTOR, by John Geiger (Weinstein Books, 9781602861077) “This book is a good bedside book to read a chapter or two for a good spiritual uplifting story, or perhaps a thought-provoking experience. The book describes the ‘The Third Man Factor’ which people have experiences under life-threatening conditions.  Another ‘being’ present, guiding them through to survival.  A Ghost or Angel?  The reader is left to decide on their own based on the researched story.  All the stories are an easy read and make for interesting and spirited discussions.” –Karla of Oshkosh

STRENGTH IN WHAT REMAIN: A JOURNEY OF REMEMBERANCE AND FORGIVENESS, by Tracy Kidder (Random House, 9781400066216) “How is it possible that of all the devastating ‘Act of God’ events that can rock our planet, none can remotely come close to the utterly unimaginable, barbaric, hatred-filled and murderous acts that one individual, or group of individuals, can inflict upon one another?  And yet, although we cannot control all of the events of our lives, most especially the tragic, we can choose to survive, holding fast to our beliefs and convictions, and most importantly, but doing no harm to others.  We can turn adversity into strength of character, understanding and compassion of our fellow man and eventually find our own path to forgiveness.  [This book] gives us a riveting true story of one man’s survival of genocide as it ravages his native country of Burundi in the early 90s.  Deo, a medical student, awakens one morning to witness the beginnings of atrocities that catapult him, for the next 6 months, to run for his life.  Through the kindness and help of others, he obtains a ticket to New York City.  Speaking only French and his native tongue, with little more than the clothes on his back, and the determination to yet again survive, he manages to find meager work.  Fate intervenes and eventually places him with people that are willing to help him achieve his dream of becoming a doctor.  In Part 2 of this remarkable story, Deo, after graduating from Columbia University, and achieving his dream of becoming a doctor, he returns a decade later with Tracy Kidder to his homeland.  With Tracy at his side, they return to all of the places that have haunted his dreams throughout the years.  Although painful journey, it is nevertheless the one each of us must take at sometime or other to achieve the beginning of true healing.  Tracy Kidder not only grabs the readers interest from the very first pages of this well-written book, but also leaves us wondering if we could not only survive such an ordeal, but as Deo also accomplished, by doing no harm to others.” –Celeste of Oshkosh

THE WATER GIVER, by Joan Ryan (Simon & Schuster, 9781416576525) “In the memoir, The Water Giver, by sports journalist Joan Ryan, takes you through her experience of adopting and raising a child with learning disabilities and ADHD.  When her son suffers from traumatic brain injury at 16 years of age, she chronicles his journey, and the transformation she experiences as his mother.  There are photos throughout the book showing her son’s journey.  As a reader who has worked as a speech-language pathologist with traumatic brain injured individuals, this book offered insight into a mother’s thoughts and experiences of how a parent’s love, patience, and deep appreciation for life can get them through a life-changing event and its aftermath.” –Karla of Oshkosh

THE GIRLS FROM AMES: A STOTY OF WOMEN & A FORTY-YEAR FRIENDSHIP, by Jeffery Laslow (Gotham Books, 9781592405329) “Jeffrey Zaslow is the co-author of the recent bestseller The Last Lecture.  He drew inspiration for this book from an email response to one of his “Moving On” columns about women’s friendships in the Wall Street Journal.  He eventually decided to write a nonfiction narrative based on a group of eleven girls who became friends as they grew up during the sixties and seventies in the small college towns of Ames, Iowa.  None of the girls ended up staying in Ames, but they have been able to maintain close ties throughout the years.  It was a bit confusing keeping the girls’ individual stories straight at times, but overall I really enjoyed the book.” –Ruth of  Oshkosh

THE TRUTH ABOUT TRUST IN BUSINESS, by Hall, Vanessa (Emerald Book Co, 9781934572177) “There is something to her descriptions; however, good business practice is to structure things so there’s no need for trust—rather use good business practices.  (Generally, when someone says ‘trust me’ you’re in trouble.)  I think a negative approach, if the books in rewritten, regarding how to determine when good business practices aren’t going to work (Example: Sue me, etc.) (I often say, when they say, “Don’t you trust me?” – I don’t trust myself.)

Young Adult fiction
REDWALL—THE SABLE QUEAN, by Brian Jacques (Philomel Books, 978-0-399-25164-1) “Qwilt the Shade and his evil ruler, Vilaya the Sable Quean, along with their army of river rats will set out to clam Redwall Abbey as their own.  Buckler (a rabbit) the Blademaster of the Long patrol saves the day!  Qwilt is beheaded and the Sable Quean is killed.  Every beast who is peaceloving is welcomed to live at Redwall—living in peace and harmony.  I am always amazed at how animals can dress and act like humans.  The rabbits, raccoons, moles, squirrels and mice fight side by side against weasels and river rats.  The rabbits, raccoons, squirrels, moles and mice always win in Redwall!  This book is so much like the other books in the Redwall series.  I was hoping for a different twist or plot line this time, but maybe next time.” – Anne of Oshkosh

DARING TO DREAM (WILDWOOD STABLES), by  (Scholastic Paperbacks, 9780545149792) “[This book] is about a girl, Taylor, who loves horses, and her friend, Claire, is a large animal vet.  One day, Claire got a call about two abandoned horses, and so they went to the abandoned barn for the horses.  Taylor almost instantly falls in love with the two horses, Albert—a quarter horse, and Pixie—a Shetland pony.  Taylor and Claire have 48 hours to find the horses a home.  Taylor found an abandoned stable, and Taylor helps the owner reopen it.  She ends up boarding Albert and Pixie there and uses them for lesson for the little kids.”

FREEFALL, by (Harcourt Children's Books, 9780152065676) “[This book] is about a couple of boys—Luke, Hayden, and Russell.  Hayden’s girlfriend, Nicole, started falling for Russell when Russell moved to California from Texas.  So Russell and Nicole start going out and Russell joins the fencing team.  Before someone is officially on the team, they have to jump off a cliff into the lake at the bottom.  Hayden didn’t like Russell, so Hayden pushed Russell and Russell died.  Hayden was proved guilty—after he brought Luke to court as the only eye witness.  Hayden had also gotten Luke, Tristan, Rachel and himself in a car accident.”

SPRING FLING, by James, Sabrina (Point, 9780545136037) “The book, Spring Fling, is about 3 girls, Ava, Danielle, and Lindsey.  Daniele’s sister, Jade, called when Danielle was on Spring Break and asked her and her friends to come down to Miami.  Well, Danielle’s friends and her parents purposely left Danielle’s luggage at home so that she would loosen up from her exams and change her style.  So her sister and her friends bought her a whole new wardrobe.  There were these boys that were staying in the beach house next to the girls.  Ethen, Cooper, and Damian.  Ethen and Daniell ran into each other at the grocery store and Ethen ended up going to a party that the girls were throwing, actually all the guys came.  Cooper was falling for Ava, but Ava wasn’t ready to start dating again because she recently broke up with her boyfriend.  Cooper and Ava did kiss, but they were never a couple  Damian and Danielle’s friend, Mindy, ended up together.  And Danielle became Miss Spring Break.” –Michelle of Oshkosh

Children’s fiction
BILLY TWITTERS AND HIS BLUE WHALE PROBLEM, by Mac Barnett/illustrated by Adam Rex (Hyperion Books, 9780786849581) “[This] is a fun and unusual book for children.  My children ages 4 through 11 liked the story and particularly liked the ending.  The book contains some quirky and clever jokes and illustrations.  The illustrations are beautifully drawn with bright, vibrant colors.  The story stretches the reader’s mind of ‘what if’ one were to have a whale for a pet and all the problems that might entail.  I believe this book is a great read aloud family story.” –Amy of Oshkosh
BOBBY VS GIRLS (ACCIDENTALLY), by Lisa Yee (Arthur A. Levine Books, 9780545055925) “If you like to read about friendship you should read this book.  It is a book about doing, or at least trying to do what is right.  Bobby Ellis-Chan always wanted a dog but has asthma.  Then his friend, Holly, wins a fish and gives it to him.  Bobby names the fish Rover which is what he would have named his dog if he had one.  Bobby could have been nicer to Holly and the girls, but he contained his anger pretty nicely.  I would want to have Bobby for a friend because he always does what’s right in the end.” –Ike of Oshkosh
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